spirits and particularly with the reading of the paper by Sir Robert Macintosh, now gone from us.
The arrangement of the book satisfyingly fills many gaps in the story of anaesthesia and demonstrates the value of such symposia. To use a personal example, who would have thought that the papers of Professor Couper of South Africa and Gwen Wilson of Sydney would complement each other so neatly? The programme committee and the editorsthat's who! I congratulate them all.
It would be inequitable to try to comment on specific papers in two hundred words. Enough to say, to all anaesthetists -buy the book, read it, and you will be enthralled. It is intended for the use of the 'young doctor with limited experience in anaesthesia' practising with the restricted facilities to be found in small hospitals of first referral in countries which have sparse specialist resources. Priced at 20 Swiss Francs (approximately $15) it is wonderful value.
GWEN WILSON

Historian Faculty of Anaesthetists Royal Australasian College of Surgeons
The presentation of text, diagrams and illustrations is beautifully clear, concise, informative and understandable. Only techniques, drugs and equipment likely to be available are described. No nitrous oxide here, it's either unobtainable or too expensive, rather you use thiopentone then ether, trichlorethylene or halothane from a robust drawover vapourizer with air as the carrier gas (with a little supplemental oxygen if you have it). The ventilator is a musclepowered and reliable self-inflating bag plus nonrebreathing valve. Suxamethonium, gallamine or alcuronium complete the picture.
Safety and efficacy are the major themes. Clear protocols advise on how to keep out of trouble by obeying simple rules, using uncomplicated techniques and by constant clinical observation.
Electronic monitoring receives the scant attention it deserves in this context. Conduction anaesthesia is well described and illustrated. Nothing fancy, spinals and simple peripheral nerve blocks -just the ticket.
The author and publishers have done the 'Second World of Anaesthesia' a great service by producing this book. To fulfil its potential, all journal readers need to do is to buy a copy or three and send them off (after careful perusal) to any area in need. The Secretary of Overseas Aid Subcommittee of the A.S.A. could advise of worthYTecipients. The stated aim of this book is to 'present in a generally comprehensive manner' a discussion of the tasks involved in the administration of an anaesthetic. The book is directed primarily at anaesthesia technicians, operating room nurses and medical students. The eleven chapters cover aspects of patient positioning, anaesthetic equipment, and monitors used during anaesthesia. Unfortunately, much of the information presented is either oversimplified or is incomplete, and little guidance is given to the reader. Important topics such as disinfection of equipment and the application of cricoid pressure receive scant attention, while others, such as intravenous fluid therapy and safety in the operating room, are completely ignored. In contrast, the sections on vascular access and electroencephalography are unnecessarily detailed. Most of the numerous illustrations are poorly labelled, and show insufficient detail to serve any educational purpose. Moreover, much of the information pertains only the United States and does not apply to anaesthetic standards in Australia and New Zealand.
This book may be considered a brief introduction to the technical aspects of anaesthesia. However, it is neither a practical manual nor a reference text. As such there is little to commend it to Australasian readers.
NEVILLE GIBBS
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital
Nedlands, W.A. 1987 to October 1988. The editors have selected abstracts from a wide range of articles encompassing 86 journals, over 60 of which would not normally be read by anaesthetists. This bias toward 'non-anaesthesia' journals is perhaps the book's chief merit. The more familiar anaesthesia and intensive care publications are liberally included; however it does provide a selection of related articles not easily accessible for the busy clinician.
Topics selected include The informed anaesthesiologist, Pharmacology, Monitoring, Postoperative problems and Critical care, which I considered to be worthy of special mention out of the fourteen subject groupings.
The articles are not all of a rigorous high standard, but they are nearly all interesting, and most include a level-headed commentary by one of the editors. The subject and author indices are good.
In short, a very readable and worthwhile purchase for the practising anaesthetist or intensivist. If you haven't been impressed by this type of publication in the past, try this one.
M , would suggest a book in which the relationship between pain and function would be explored. In keeping with others in this excellent series one could expect consideration of research at a basic level as well as clinical and therapeutic studies. Since in research mobility is often related to pain measurement and in clinical pain management function seems to be such an important issue, I thought this book had the potential to make a major contribution to the pain clinician's library.
Unfortunately I found the volume to be very disappointing. Few chapters made. more than passing reference to mobility and in many cases the reference was merely an addition to 'fit the title'. There were chapters which considered pain arising in the musculature and pain as it relates to muscle function, but these were the exceptions. The
